FLORIDA DESIGN

| DINING IN GR?




A Historic Beverly Hills Palazzo With An Impressive
Celebrity Pedigree Recaptures The Grandeur Of
Timeless Southern California Luxury
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Italian actor Rudolph Valentino
danced among the stars of the
silent era in this music area during
Hollywood's Golden Age of
motion pictures in the 1920s.
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WHAT DO 19505 FILM ACTRESS
Marlene Dictrich, Woolworth heiress Barbara
Hutton, leading man Cary Grant and British
actor James Mason have in comm
yes. But each also lived in this 19205 grand
Hollywood estate in Beverly Hills Originally
built in 1926 by an iconic silent film star, the
home s situated near the posh Beverly Hills
Hotel and boasts a panoramic view of the ciy
from Sunset Boulevard to the palm tree-lined
Rodeo Drive

? Fame.

Ths, the word histori scems an under

“hose bty pedigres resds ke the inal
credits of a film. The desire 10 recapture the
home's original golden Hollywood glow
would scem a challenge. But not for interior
designer Moniaue Laia and partner Chrs Arvin,
weho have worked with the present owners on




o Stark Carpe. Lafla custom esiged.
dapedin god ik ehet om Jan P

e Selin o s helook.




"THE OWNERS WANTED TO PRESERVE THE

Jnthe prs the owner’ mostmprssive ieces
atare on v, iuding an orgna Rene Mgt
Above, 3 coneshaped mosaic ht fureboass
is own uique pedree — i vas orginaly
owned by heavy meta legend Ozzy Osoume.

five projects and specialize in historic renova-
tions including 2 newly finished $20 million

brownstone in New York. “The new owners
of this Beverly Hill estate have a very distinct
asthticsense and were imvolved n e design
proces hat cvkes the O Holywoad sy

Working with the orginal layout, which
jarge wings, the design duo

all of the interior walls in
ivory Venetian plaster. Next, they mixed
new and custom-designed pieces with
antiques in gold and celadon hues to give

p

e home, the foyer sets the
its Chippendale bench and
Venetian console — both from Caché. The

first of many rare
original white Can
checkerboard floor

 area rugs ops
nd Negro marble

oyt he ool ez



HISTORIC VALUE OF THE ESTATE," ARVIN SAYS.










The formal dining room offers exibiity for enter
aiing, scating anywhere from four to 16 people
Walnut s the wood of choice for this symmetrical

space — from the inlaid table to the feather dining

Just outside, a small patio steps down o the pool
moved to the side of the house facing the dinin
“oom from the original position in the front. C

the pools edge, a ci doubles
twb amidst lavish la hat provides
chade for the home' ltalianate architectu

The Mediterranean acsthetic continues to. the
courtyard, a new addition located off the kitchen and
“This is where the family has dinner
s~ Lafia says. “They hold charity events
paries and enjoy the ambiance

and Arvin fashioned the future
ot By il et nhonar of s pedgrecd pas




The formal dining room offers lexibility for enter

tining, scating anywhere from four to 16 people
Walnut s the wood of choice for this symmetrical
space — from the inlaid table 10 the feather dining
i and console with crackled-lacquer finish from

osc Tarlow-Melrose House. Above, a Danish ilt-wood
B ey chandelie trom Theren eflects the
designers’ Midas touch

The quandary in the kitchen was to make 3 once
functionally challenged space user-riendly. Lafia and

Arvin kept the das
A e land, addim sools at one end to creae
cakfast ba

Just outside, a small patio steps down o the pool
arca— moved to the side of the house facing the di

oo from the rigina position i th fron. Cradling
a hot
Do v landscaping tht provids natural

the pools edge, a circular fountain doubles

shade for the home' ltalianate architecture
The Mediterrancan acsthetic continues (o the
courtyard, » new addition located off the kitchen and

family room. “This is where the family has dinner

here, host tea parties and enjoy the ambiance
Inside and out, Lafia and Arvin fashioned the future
of this Beverly Hils esate in honor of it pedigreed past
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