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lot
in a prestigious Pasadena
neighborhood went up
for grabs. Michael Reeves

he moment the

knew he couldn’t let it get away. Even
though he wasn'tin the market for a new
home. he realized that the lot offered a
priccless panoramic view of the Rose
Bowl and the Los Angeles basin. "It was
the lastempty lot on the arroyo,” Michael
says. "I couldn’t pass it up.”

As a builder, Michael understood
that to make his new home fit with the
neighborhood’s 1920s homes, he would
have to pay close attention to detail.
His first step was to create an exterior

that would blend with the neighboring
Santa Monica
architect Ward Jewell for the floor
and
even incorporated Michael’s favorite

houses. He relied on

exterior  design.  Jewell
g

plan

th .

carly-20"-century architects - George
Washington Smith, Wallace Neft. and
Reginald Johnson - into the plan.
Michael already had an idea of
appropriate building materials for his
house, thanks to the original owner’s
19205

Michacl's lot. which was actually a side

Mediterranean home next to
garden the owner sold because he
decided he didn't need so much space.
Michael chose a six-color blend of clay

LEFT: A cobblestone
driveway leads visitors
to the front door,
through which views
of the valley beyond
are visible.

FAR LEFT: Floor-to-
ceiling windows
lighten the family
room, where a
custom-carved,
French limestone
fireplace creates a
strong focal point.
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