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ON THE COVER: John McClain’s elegant bath
is a study in design that adapts to life changes.

: TOUJOURS PARIS!
By Lissette Meza
A design student’s look at the

City of Light.

THE INCLUSIVE KITCHEN
By Sarah Barnard, Allied ASID
Universal design improves the quality

of life for a retired executive.

THE PAST PERFECTED

By Karen Hickey, Allied ASID
Crafting a vintage kitchen for a
1906 LA home.

RISE & SHINE
Intuitive window treatments for
the bath.

NEW HEIGHTS IN THE VALLEY
By Alicia Garey, Allied ASID
Adjusting countertops and more in
a remodeled master bath.

ELVALUATING THE PROCESS
By Gerald Olesker

Putting trends aside, how do we
approach kitchen design?

A CHANGE OF PLANS
By John McClain, Associate ASID
Adapting design to meet life’s

challenges.

LET THERE BE COLOR!
By Anne Gronskov
Throw away the rulebook on

kitchen design.

SLEEP SOLUTIONS

By Isla Schmidt, ASID IP Member
There is no "one size fits all” when
it comes to mattresses.
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Lighting: Gerald Olesker, ADG Lighting
Interior Design: Rcchgﬁ’Goddard Designs
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It's infriguing how we create. | am listening
to pianist AyseDeniz create live music. Her
audience randomly tosses out numbers,
and she sequences them into her music.
Some keys are a failure, others melodic or
harmonic.

So please tell me why, when designing
the kitchen and bath (spaces that should
never go fogether), it is frends that design-
ers look for? Today | am choosing to write
about kitchen lighting and my approach
to a solution.

It seems that design tfoday is more about
selecting items that go together. Notably,
this is not design and is far from the design
process. While reading this article, pick up
your favorite writing device and draw in
the margin as you become inspired.

How should the design of elements in the
kitchen become part of the process? Start
with the need to program concept and
placement, and along with that place-
ment, sketch details. Hey, stop peeking on
the internet for ideas! Just sketch, good or
bad, just do it. If you are an expert like
AyseDeniz, some of the momentary live
keystrokes are greatf, others are not...
but it is the ultimate in creation... it is
vulnerability.

This experience is like sitting with your
team of vendors, taking in the notes, open-
ing yourself to new suggestions and
composing as you go. Some of the best
designers in the world give me that same
opportunity -- to sit side-by-side and design
lighting fixture schemas together.

So, impacting kitchen design and several
standards from my fountain pen to your D
sheet are dabout scale, contrast or
complement. If there is an island, table or
other elements in the kitchen, it is not
about utilizing the same layout and just
changing the “fixture's style.” It truly is
about understanding how the architecture
and owner function in the space.

Design is not picking/selecting, that's
decorating. Design and architecture are
about ieadership and collaboration. Better
lighting design for the kitchen may be
about concurrently working with your  mill-
work team, lighting team, appliance spe-
cialist and others that help complement
the space. You will gain unique abilities at
that point. | only get to brag about doing
this thousands of times over, because the
good ones engage with me, and others
when we push them, opening themselves
to working as design collaborators and
new ideas fabricated.

Gerald Olesker is CEO/Founder
of ADG Lighting in Agoura Hills, CA






