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COLLABORATION
GINNY MACDONALD X LULU AND GEORGIA 

Interior designer Ginny Macdonald has joined forces with Lulu and Georgia  
to debut its first furniture collection, a mix of tailored and statement pieces 
inspired by Macdonald’s English heritage. Here, Macdonald shares the story 
behind the line. luluandgeorgia.com

What inspired the collection? I’ve worked with the 
company’s founder, Sara Sugarman, for years now—most 
recently on her new home in Los Angeles, for which we 
designed two sofas and her bed. Once they were installed, 
we knew we wanted to do something bigger. 

Describe the look. Timeless, not one particular style. 
Something you’d see in a Victorian London house or a 
modern California home.

What’s been the best part? I love to learn new things, so 
the most fun part for me was the manufacturing process. 
The collection is crafted in Los Angeles, so I was able to 
ensure that every piece was designed to be comfortable.

Are there specific pieces from the line in your own home?  
I have the Belmont chair in Paprika, the Rivington sofa in 
Stripe and the Ambleside bed in Dark Blue. The Belmont 
chair has been my favorite since I’m currently working from 
home. It’s a great place to sit and take calls or have my 
morning tea while planning my day.

Gerald Olesker, founder of bespoke lighting manufacturer ADG Lighting,  
has long been a secret source for the design industry, but now it’s his  
time to shine. Having crafted one-off pieces for some 2,000 projects 
worldwide, the commissions just keep coming. Luxe asked Olesker to 
reveal the company’s secret to success. adglighting.com

RADAR / SCENE

WRITTEN BY MAILE PINGEL

What’s the core ingredient to 
ADG’s success? Our passion. 
Lighting is a functional detail that’s 
part of the architecture, so we 
address projects not by what  
we want to do, but by what the 
house is asking for.
 
Tell us about your creative 
process. We have a dialogue 
with our clients. We pull out pens 
and have dueling sketch pads. 
“Is this what you’re thinking?  
Or this?” In that moment, we’re 
speaking the same language. Or 
sometimes I’ll be driving between 

jobs, see something, and pull 
over and start scribbling. I keep  
a sketchbook in the armrest!

Why does handmade matter? 
Where’s the romance if you  
just order out of a catalog? If  
you want something unique, let 
artisans engage with architects  
and designers to create it. We  
have the skills and the desire.  
A commissioned piece doesn’t 
necessarily take a lot of money,  
but it takes the right person to  
want it. No one does what we  
do the way that we do it.

LIGHT MINDED 
GERALD OLESKER
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WHO: London native Gavin Brodin’s Beverly 
Hills studio has built a portfolio anchored by 
notable properties such as Spelling Manor  
and former L.A. hotspots like the Crown Bar  
and the Rolling Stone restaurant.   

WHAT: Brodin oversees all elements: architecture, 
interior design and landscaping, melding luxury 
and ease with an emphasis on tailored forms.

WHY: He shares all aspects of his practice 
online, from drawings to presentation trays  
to installation photos.  

IN HIS OWN WORDS: “Instagram is an amazing 
platform for us because we’re able to showcase 
the style and mood we aim to achieve for each 
project. Our followers are able to get a better 
idea of our aesthetic through beautiful images 
meticulously organized in a complementary way.”

Michael S. Smith has relocated his Jasper showroom to the Pacific Design Center. 
Among the new offerings are handmade carpets from Orley Shabahang, who 
made Jasper its sole West Coast outpost. Designer Chad Dorsey launched a 
line of bespoke fireplaces (shown) called Strike. The designs come in a range of 
stone options. L.A. firm Proem Studio is bringing its low-key cool to the desert 
with a full-service Palm Springs office opening in October. Also debuting this fall  
is the Ross Vincent Design Collection, featuring plush seating and beds inspired 
by Vincent’s creations for his luxury residential and hotel projects. And two L.A. 
designers have debuted online shops. Le Marché from Montreal native Carole 
Carr offers furnishings and decorative items from around the globe. Plus, Donna 
Livingston’s Home Décor by Donna carries a broad range of household goods. 

OPEN HOUSE 
SHOPS + SHOWROOMS
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  POST
 MASTER
 @brodindesignbuild 

LAUNCH
CLAY MCLAURIN STUDIO  

Clay McLaurin Studio has much to celebrate. This spring the  
fabric company launched its latest collection, Conversations with 
Silence, a group of patterned textiles inspired by a trip founders 
Clay McLaurin and Todd Piercy took to a 12th-century Cistercian 
monastery in Spain. Its cloisters’ tracery, gothic columns and 
brickwork made an impression on McLaurin (below, right, with 
Piercy), who translated the shapes into three patterns and 11 
colorways. This September, the duo also fetes their one-year 
anniversary as the owners of venerable LA Mills in downtown  
Los Angeles, where they now reside. The mill, which has been in 
production since 1964, continues to manufacture luxury textiles  

for esteemed brands such 
as Kravet, Holly Hunt and 
Schumacher, among others, 
and now also produces 
McLaurin’s designs. “There’s 
cachet to boutique fabric 
lines. There’s honesty about 
where things are made, how 
we source, our footprint,” 
says McLaurin. “But to be a 
manufacturer right now, you 
have to think differently. We 
want to create a synergy 
and treat our employees 
fairly. We’re makers, and 
together, the sky’s the limit.” 
claymclaurin.com 
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  shelf
 LIFE
THREE NEW BOOKS 
SHINE A KLIEG LIGHT ON 
CALIFORNIA DESIGNERS 
WHOSE WORK IS NOW 
INTRINSICALLY LINKED 
WITH HOLLYWOOD.

▲ A Tale of Interiors 
Design partners Louisa Pierce and Emily Ward are firm believers 
in storytelling and “the art of more,” an approach to decorating 
that naturally leads to a visually indulgent book. Its pages show 
many of their A-List clients’ homes, of course—Josh Brolin’s love 
of wallpaper might surprise you—but interspersed are charming 
antique patterns and illustrations that give it the feel of a vintage 
scrapbook, perhaps one found at any of the estate sales they 
frequent. Also throughout are tips, advice and insights. It’s a 
celebration of organized abundance and personal style, with 
more than a dash of humor. rizzoliusa.com

▲ Golden Light: The Interior 
Design of Nickey Kehoe 
Todd Nickey and Amy Kehoe have 
had a devoted following since 
opening their Los Angeles studio and 
boutique in 2004. Their approach to 
design, which has attracted notable 
clients like Natalie Portman, is one 
of insatiable curiosity, and as they 

write in the foreword, “We are inspired by the everyday and the 
extraordinary…from minimal to maximal, quiet to baroque, but the real 
grandeur is in that ephemeral feeling that a space evokes.” The book 
tours homes they’ve created in Pasadena, Venice, Malibu and more, 
each displaying the firm’s “studied but unfussy” style. rizzoliusa.com

▲ Designing Hollywood Homes: Movie Houses 
“I think he sees things cinematically, which brings a sense of 
narrative and drama to his work,” writes Diane Keaton in her 
foreword to designer Stephen Shadley’s first comprehensive 
monograph. The longtime friends have collaborated on 
numerous houses, several of which appear in the book, which is 
an ode to Shadley’s talent for creating homes with unparalleled 
allure—a skill he honed as a scenic artist for 20th Century Fox. 
But it is the epilogue that truly delights: a look at Shadley’s 
home, Potic Castle in the Catskill Mountains, which he describes 
as “a veritable guidebook of my travels.” rizzoliusa.com
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