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11993, John Finton - @ young and
ambitious designer/builder - joined forces
with a creative enfrepreneur fo replicate

@ 1920's Mediterranean villa in La Canada

Fintridge, adding all the modern luxuries and

technologies available in fhe mid-1990s. That

ofher young enfrepreneur was Steve Tobia
who left the corporate world in 1987 af the
age of 32. He proceeded fo build the lorgest

West Coast markefing consulting company

before he'd tumed 40. Finton af the fime was

stilshy of his 30t birthday. and together these
two creative entrepreneurs embarked on the
goal of building an architectural piece of art
that would withstand fime and remain for
hundreds of years so that other families could
enjoy and appreciate the craftsmanship.

Tobia insisted on being involved in every

minutia of the home's 8,000 square feef of

design with Finton. f that wasn't a big enough
undertaking for Finton.Tobia's busy schedule

- fiying up and down the west coast fo meet

with CEOs and plan nafional marketing

campaigns - would soon create addifional
challenges

Over the ensuing 18 months. the two
accumulated dozens of anecdotal memories
and became life-long friends. But without
their mutual agreement that construction
isn't just about building @ home - but also
about creating lasfing pieces of art - the two
would never have partnered on what s sill
considered an extraordinary architectural
achievement in L Canada Fiinfridge.

Today. John Finfon oversees roughly 15
design/build projects, personally visiting
each of them every day. And while 8.000
square feef was lorge in 1992, Finton's current
projects are closer to 50,000 square feet in
size - making them more comparable fo small
European casfles than the standard American
home. For those people who say “They don't
build homes like they used to," John Finfon is
the antidote. meticulously building structures
that will st for centuries.
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THE nE: John, Steve hired
You'n 1993 fo design and build his
home in La Cafada Fiintiidge while
both you and Steve were very young
businessmen. You also feamed fo-
gether for several spec homes in the
area. What did you leam from those
ch!v\encu that you cany-on today?
Ton: Be driven by your

on and your creativty. and the

money wil follow. You learn fo be

skeptical of people when you firt stort

‘working with them - especially n this
industy. If you discover an associate
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NE: John, every de-
fail was directed by you and Steve.
How did two creative businessmen
collaborate fo accomplish the job
~ especially with Steve's infensity
and travel schedule back then?

JOHN FINTON: Most successtul
people are. to some degree, neu

ofic (laugh) - Steve anc

Entrepreneurial people are s
because they are diiven by passion
vision. and their commitment fo excer-
lence. They measure their success

by whot they ind, not their

s dishonest, or

e every day for as long s if fake:

to complete the

I's not abut cookie-cutter de

M about creating estates th

marveled at 100 years from foda
as we marvel at the estafes built one
hundred years ago.




Steve Tosia

Buiiding this estate
was much more than buiding a home
for my family o that fime. With eight
offices on the West Coost, | needed

areas of the house for just the fam-
ity and my sons. At the same fime, |

expiained my philosophy on this, |
overheard Mrs. Murphy say: “That's
the one I want. Hire him right now.
THE MaGAziNg: Steve wanted
his family in the new home on Christ-
mas Eve of 1994, and | heard it was
quite a fask for you and your feam fo
accomplish. I've heard some very
funny stories. What was it like those
last few days?
JoMN FINTON:  Wel,imagine @
decorator placing lights and oma:
ments on 20 foof Chrstmas frees,
s the carpet installers are carrying
carpets up the stairs bumping info the
ladder, and painters are applying the
final coat of paint on the baseboards,

[ office,
an ort studio and mulfi-media room in
‘one wing for client presentations and
stoff meetings. | wanted clients and
social guests 1o feel comfortable and
be able to make them feel as equally
at home as | was without making them
feel like they were infruding upon my
fomily's privacy. This wing served as o
major extension of the business 5o that
I could be within the same location as
my family. Being a creative person,
the architecture and design was very
personal

JoKN FinTon: Each client's
perspective is my reailty. It's my job
o provide them with the quaiity of
home they want, but | don't stop
there. Because | love what | do and
because I'm going fo spend just as
much time with them o they are with
me, I'm going to make it memorable
and fun. For fop executives, like Steve
Tobia, or famous actors and actresses
like Eddie Murphy. Simon Cowell and
Jennifer Lopez. if's not just about build:
ing @ house: it's a ife experience,
journey. After | mef the Murphy's and

and double
checking the switches and outiets. It
was lie the elves af the North Pole
But for Steve, it was about giving his
sons a gift of something he never hod
s achid. Soit was a giftfrom him,
and not a it for himseff. | find that
in almost everyone of my clients. But
hectic deadines are prefty standard,
Somefimes if's @ big birthday. a holk
day - fike Thanksgiving or Christmas.
Sometimes it's G bet with a friend,
and somefimes you don't know why
the client insists on having it done by
a certain day. It's the noture of the
business.
STeve Tomia: For me. the Christ-
mas Eve move-in had a special family
meaning. My parents and my five
ofher siblings and their spouses were
flying in from New York fo celebrate
my 40th birthday. Having @ magical
family celebration was important fo
me.

THE Macazine: From the 8,000
square foot home you built for Steve,
you moved onto bullding ofher estates
in Beverly Hills and ofher affivent

areas. Many of these estates are friple.
or quadruple the size. s the desire.

for these affivent clients the size of

the home or the overall architecture

design?
Jonn FINTON: Size is @ function of
their ifestyle. High profile poificians,

movie stars and fop execufives need
asignificantly large staff fo run the.
details of ther fives 5o thot they are
free fo entertain intermational dignitar
les and make bilion dolar decisions.
When they get home. they don't want
to wory about cooking or lundry or
electrical repais, they want fo spend
whotever free fime they have with
their famiies,
of the house is. all ooms have their

No matter what the size

purpose. A dining room might also
funcion as a corporate management
office - asin Steve's case. Others re-
quire a wing for security. Each client's
needs are different.

Along with creating
@ home for my wife and two sons. M
chael and Marc, and setting the stage
where major national markefing cam.
paigns were presented and signed.

1 0lso wanted fo create @ piece of

art that reflected my personal love:

of Mediterranean architecture and
would also set the fone for creative
meetings. That's where John and | e-
ally hitit off, and 1 knew we would get
along fomously. We both understood
that with me having been biessed with
business success, | wanted fo make

an arfstic statement - and celebrate
my talion heritage - and | did. | hope
that 100 years from foday. people will
continue to appreciate and celebrate
the great architecture fhat was but in
the 19th, 20th and 215t century. Il

Steve Tomia
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