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ohn Finton: Master Craftsman

By Lymn Morgan

e 73 Abce) St Rchard Lncey desgs e brught 10 e o o Fton's g prowess Phtos b Eriard Pl

hn Fiton s buiding a house —but not st any house.

10 be sure. s a tycoon's personal statement and the

frutton of an archtects vison, a palatal resdence at 3
‘rominent pece of property on Sunset Bouevard.

Before t sat s an empty ot for over two decades the
house’s address was known to locals a the Sheks place’ not
because Valentino ever sept there. but because the thirty-
eghtroom, 1926 hakanate vila that once occupied it was.
owned by a Saud: prnce named Mohammed afFass The.
prnce and s Haban-bom wie, Sheka Dena. bought the
house i 1978, panted the white i a bilous shade of
absnhe green. poured bright molen copper over s red e
oo, and shaded the classica satues fring s fence in ds-
trbngly lfedke flesh tones, replete with detaled pubic

o Feton, master crataman Prto
by St Barston

regons - much o the dimay of nehbors and the e of the
Joca edia Denounced s  desecration nd an eyesore (ind
Utimatel the contested prze  a contentious Gvorce). the
Shek's plac

whie s owners were out of town. The arson was never

mysterously bumed 1o the grousd in 1980

sohved.and one of the most vsibe and valable plos o nd
in Souther Cablora remained empiy for yers

Today a new house 1 Snaly isng on the notonous ste
under the dose superviion of maser buider john Fron of
Finton Assocates Inc It seems overwheiming even n s s
cont stage. vt 5 2 “farly typeal” roject for Frton,whose
fem 5 ane of the pre-eminent contractors for archtectural
buiding He has bult hundreds of dream paaces such as this

Dessed by Bran Bafe of Bigin Archtectural Groun the

Atandlung 87




the art of architecture

and Rchard Landey.His clients inchude the ks ofjemer
Lopez Smon Cowelland Som Nazaran. a5 wel o others
Who cream of mansions of Gatsby-esque proportons.

According o Finton howeves € st s iz tht re-
ates grandeue I the archtects credo s that“God v the
etas s contracor s the one charged with seein hose
dtais become a realty He wil vl great dtances and
sometimes take extraordinary isks 10 equire the nght raw
materls for hs projects—a demolshed muncpal buldng
in Scotiind prowded a Rchard Landry-desgned house
Beverly Park i antue wooden beams and stone pavers:
a ickelplated bar taken from  venerabe Pars bisro was
staled n one of his Bevery Hils project.Finton even
once mported an entre antaue rary cedng from France
and bt 2 brand-new room beneath i

ke 10 work with recorered materds” the contac-
Tor explains We couk have taken new materals nd aged

Frion s rencaned or abity o
desgped o

4 R Loy o repace Photo by Emard Pler

Pouse & an imposing structure that wil spraw! graceluly across the enommous

them 1o make them look old, but they wouldn't have
looked authentic and woukdn have cost any less”™

Bevery His ot
the socety archvects who created Casscal Revval homes and retreatsfor the
robber

bbical sione Jesus actualy waled

on”he continues"So | went o krael—to ferusdler o fnd sahaged aniuites”

than

fasters. and pilars

the buidings settng, restorng 1 lost glamour and exorcsng any ingering
‘demons of bad aste. Big has envisioned a contemporary version of Versades’
PettTranon and entrusted Fton to make 1 2 practica realty

00 for Fnton
“The archtect will know how he wants something 10 lodk: €5 my job o
0w where 10 ind the riht materas...:nd to fd the rght crafspeople 10

A lot of tmes.the architect’s vison is st that a vison,” Fton refects.
185 p 0 us 1o execute that vison and make . rea

taken out of

aterials of i choxe make their way 1o the abricators. And he i just as fas-

Ower some of the

et have ooked 10 fohn
the weatest dients i the world have relied upon i 1o create baronia
homes for trem

“Most successul people are periectionists” Fnton muses “They recog:
ize ualtyYou don't gt t0 be successul a hat level f you aren' the best

o ine marbes
Buding projects are enormous undertakngs n terms of both time and
takes years. According o i
intate. " wil requenty see a chent ortak o them every day ora st tree
o four times a week'” says the master buider:

at what you do. grize perfection and want
itin their homes”
Tt s that affty for perfecton that makes John Finton the contractor of

choice for archtects lie Willam Habinsks, Grant Kikpatrick, Waam Hefher

8 Wsksues

3 goal of ghang each of his clients exacty what they want." enjoy the bulding
s 3
buiding things | am proud of”
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